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R If the saymg holds t.rue, then the greatest f1; h
. oulture wars will take place on Nov. 4 when Ci ]
- on Proposition 8 — a state constitution 'a,mendm ~t

‘ _.-vdefmes marma.ge as bemg solely between 0 ;

Although California’s Supreme C‘ourt ega.hz ” ,
“marriage” last May, Prop 8 could overtu n tha; ullng_.
‘ Voters in Arizona, and Flomda,l will also decide n

“The 1eh°10us persecuuon aoamst the Church w111 be stagg ing if: Propom on 8 fa1ls ;
said Legatus member Charles L1Mand1 i, g oeneral counsel fot the National Organizatio
f01 Marnage, one of the 1ead1ng oroups defendmg mamage in' Callform 1
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I LiMandri has been fighting the battle to protect
matriage for years — in'and out of the courtroom.
He bemoans the fact that many Catholics simply

| don’t understand the repercussions of legalized - -
same-sex marrlage > He cites SB777, a California law
passed a year ago, which bans anything in public
schools that could be interpreted as negative toward
-homosexuality, bisexuality and other alternative

" lifestyle chorces

“Textbooks are being rewrltten so that they don’t talk about

~moms and dads anymore, only spouses,” said LiMandri. “The
language has to hold up homosexuals as havmg parity to -

heterosexuals California sells textbooks all over the country.

Chlldren are bemg told in schools to reject their: parents values”

vThe same. thlng happened in Massachusetts after the courts '

o legallzed same-sex marriage in 2003. 1In that state, preschoolers B
“are being taught that gays can marry and that gender does not
_matter. Parents sued but they lost ,

e Repubhcan presxdentlal nominee ]ohn McCam supports

. marrlage amendments Democratlc nommee Barack Obama does T

f:not.vj ,/

‘Durlng a Democratlc debate last fall, Obama sald he had no
;-“'problem with children learmng about’ homosexuahty He had

- “been asked about ng & ng, a children’s. book about a prince
- wh sevmother pressures him’ to find a princess, “but instead he
/¢ /falls in love with and marries the brother of ene of the
prospectlve brldes The book is used in Boston s public schools

o Falth based ha,te Crlmes

ok Amerrcan Cathohcs w1ll hkely face the same legal issues as those -
. in countries where same-sex marréfge is legal. Catholicsin -. -
S Belgrum, Canada, France, the Netherlands, the- Unlted Klngdom

and Sweden have been forced to defend the faith in-court.

, Prlests who explaln Church teachlng on homosexuahty have
o been charged with “hate ctimes. ’ Religious institutions are not -
- allowed to discriminate in hiring “married” homosexuals. Fair

i housmg laws require faith-based uni itrsmes to grant housing to" -
aj

- satne-sex couples. Public accommod ion laws requlre churches
v to rent thelr halls for same-sex “marr lages.” :

Parlshes and droceses could also face the prospect of losrng then

Religious schools would be requiréd to change their curriculums:
" Rehgrous 1nst1tut10ns may be: excluded from providing social

- ‘setvices. Boston’s Catholic Charities stopped fac111tat1ng ‘
adoptlons last year because they would not give chlldren to

0 same sex parents. . ' : :

‘performing sex-change operations or artificial
“insemination. In San Diego eatlier this year, two
‘Christian physicians lost a suit after refusing to :
artlﬁClally inséminate a lesblan woman :

ith'is declared to be a form of hatred under law, it~
“sets m motlon an mexorable logic,” sald Matt Damels,

- pres1dent of the Alllance for Marnage “Thls leads to the
' Dangerous precedents

 to same-sex “marriage” as the single greatest

society at large,” he said. ¢ Marrlage is the
‘ foundation of the family, and famlly is the fo

- mothers who create the future wrth new life.”

" “Homosexual perso
" “therefore cannot en
‘an isspe of ‘equal righ
the virtue of homose; ally oriented

- persons. Ma1 riage i

- culture and history, When we tinker with -
‘the meaning of somethmg 50 basic to our. |

3Act1v1sts from across the country have been

California Prop 8. The ACLU has given

“There are two ways to look at this,” said -

- tracked to the family’s breakdown. It is the >
.,smgle most consistent factor — more than -

. tax—exempt status for not teaching that homosexuality is normal. . -

" Daniels- pomts to the inconsistency of

Rehglous hospitals would also face a host of challenges for not

all the kids whose lives have been devastated.
- by-the lack of a father. And iow the Tlaw is.

“What it boils down to is thlS' Ifa sacrament of you1 .

s1lenc1ng of your faith.

Archblshop Charles Chaput of Denver has referred

problem of our times.

“The problem — and it’s a very serious one —is
this: Anything that weakens marriage weakens

‘Chrlstramty, marrlage as an mstltutlon was tred to sexual fertlllty ;
and existed primarily for the protection of children aid theii .

Whlle most Cathohcsbeheve in the value of mar, , some are -
anger of same-sex “marriage.” But -
rorn'its unique legal and socnl status
‘chblshop Chaput

,annot together conceive chlldren, and
_ to a marriage,” he explarned “This is not
? or a judgment on florida

Florida Marriage
Protection Amendment
(Amendment 2),

will require 60% in favor
for passage.

eflection of human

nature and biological fact, codified by

’everyday life, we're askmg for trouble.”

In 2006, Arizona became
the first state to reject
constitutional protection
for traditional marriage.
Prop 17 also rejected

pouring money into efforts to defeat

millions. The other srde doesnt have the
same resources.

domestic partnerships and
civil unions. This year’s
ballot measure simply

Daniels. “After 30 years of social "~~~
dlsmtegratlon, all the problems in society
from teen pregnancy to crime can be closely: BN R LI SERICREN IS
only between one man
and one woman.

race or.economics. This is a str uggle to
protect the legal foundation of the famrly

and its social status In 2000, 61% of the

Californians voted for

Prop 22, which defined
marriage as one man/one

declaring that not having a dad or a mom =
4 er this year,

is now irrelevant. woman.

the Calif
Court
“marriage.” Prop 8 could
overturn that decision.

Supreme

“Thls is completely at odds with 30 years of
social research,” he said. “Bad ideas have bad:
consequénces. This is a terrible idea. Look at.

legalized same-sex

aying this is d thing”
saying agoo llg Lm protectmai

nationformarriage.org,
allmnceform'

age.com,

Sabrina Arena-Ferrisi is a staﬂ' writer foz
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